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The United States Constitution
A Bicentennial Celebration
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Militia - lts 550th Year

At frrst, th€y were calle<t Tralnbands," a. English t€m for militia, Th€n the name
was changed to hiliua, th€n to State Votunteer t{ititia, and finally, inspired by the
Carde Nationale headed by R4olutionary War patrlot Ma.quis de Lafayett€, the name
was changedin la62 b the National Cuard,

Todays Natio.al cuard ahributes its orisins from 1656 when the Old tlorth
Regim€n t ol rla$achusetts Bay colony b€came the fiBt fomally structured military
lorce. The atlonal Guard is th€ nation s largest ReseN€ forc€ and it is the oldest
milit!ry unitin th€ United Stat€s.

whenthecuardwasmobillz€d foru,orld$jarl ib 1917, its unitswereorganizedinto
dMsions .ep.€sentibg a State or group ofstates. According to historlans, Guatd unlt5
hade up more than a thr.d ofceneral Pershlng's Amencan Exp€ditionary Forces,
cuard unlts panicipat€d in 7 ollJ majorcampaig.s a.d sufie.ed more than 1oo,o0o
casualUes, includlng 2O,OOO dead,

cuard units w€r€ amongth€ fi6tto ent€rcombatin World war ll. The nying units
call€d into s€Nice at that time are the same unrts oltoday's newAirNational Gua.d.
whe. the Korean war began ln June 1950, ti€ mobllization orthe cuard began

The vletnad $,ar *as th€ fi6t malor war In Amencan history in which large numbeE
oacuard u.its we.e not caued to active duty. A decision had not been reached by
PresldentJohnson to mobllize the Guard undl aft€r the USs Pueblo was .aD tured bv
the No.th Koreans in 1964. even then, only 12,254 Amy and lO,5lI Air Cuard
members were called up, of th€ l0,5ll Alr Guardsm€n, mo.e than 2,000 were
deployed to SoutheastAsia, proudrnq four ol the Arr force's lJ f-lOO tacucalfight€r

Th€Air ational Guard has come a longway since the late 194os wh€. some people
call€d th€ Arr Guard a glorlned flying club" and th€ gov€mor's private an aoi.e '

Today, the Air NaUonal Cuard provides 73% ofthe fight€r interceptoi 57% ofth€
tactical reconnaissance, 400,6 ofthe tactical ai. suDDort, 55% ofthe tacucal ai.lift, 25%
ofthe tactical ffghter, and t7'6 oathe air retueling capabilitle ofth€ U,s. Alr rorce,
Those Rrst NaUonalcuard avialors oi 70 yea.s ago, in their flimsycanvas biplanes,
dding b.eeches, and boots, would be proud of today's Arr National Guard.
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Key Personnel ofthe Alaska Air National cuard
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