
UARD!AN

'r#_rdn:,rD

1

- @Sn-r.:



On the shoulders
of gicnls
by Brig. Gen. Van P Williams lr.
Connontlet, l76th WinE

"lf I have seen fafth€r than others," Isaac Newton once
wrote, "it is by standing on the shouldere ofgiants.

Over rhe last 50 years, th€ Alaska Air National Gua.d has
produced a fewgiants of its own. On rhis, ourgold€n anniver-
sary it is fitring that we look back and honor these individuah;
the thousands ofdedicated men and women who created a tiny,
l6-man uni!, then helped build it into one ofthe lin€st Ai.
Narional Guard organizations in the country

An/ such tribure mu$ start, ofcourse, with Col Larsjohnson,
a name practically synonymous wi(h the early days otthe Alaska
Air National Guard. In ate I95I, afler sp€ndin8 countless hou.s
bending the ears and cwisting the arms of mi ilary and territorial
officials, johnson got wh he was arlen promises olsuppon ror
the creaton of a new Air Guard unit

"Theysaid theywould ba€k it with the assuranc€ lthat we
wouldl pick up the ball and never drop it until th€ Air Guard was
authorized," johnson wrote some 40 years later.'And that is
exacrly what we did

Bur afterJohnson, who would we recognize next? Alben
Ku is, one olrhe firsr - and, sadly, nor rh€ last - members of
our orlanizarion ro make the ukimate sacriilce in rh€ line of

dury? Larr/ Campbell,

whojo inedsacapta in
in 1963 and made

Patrical Dolezal?
Pappy Elmore?

Harold Wolverton? The
fact is, che AlaskaAir
National Guard has
he ped produce (and, in
turn, been strenSth-

giants to single rhem all
woefully inadequate

8rs Gef Vof P Wllioms } hos /ed rhe
Alosko Atr Noiiono/ Guord's 176th wins
s i . c e  O c r o b e .  1 9 9 6  H e  p t e v i a u s l y
connon,led rhe l68th Aetial Refuelins
Wng ot fielson fo, ilt over Nvo /eore

out by name Any such attempt would be

And perhaps that too is fitting. For 50 years, this unique
orSanizaton has been driven by the uniform exce lence of all lhe
men and women who comprise it from rop !o bo$om On
ever/ drill weekend and on all the da)€ in between, rhese
dedica(ed parrlo(s have been lhe lifeblood of lhe A aska Air
Natonal Guard. and its true heroes

As we look back on a half"century of accomplishment, I would
like ro extend my personalrhank to allrhese Siants ofthe past. lr
is on their shoulders we stand as we reach for the sky.

SOrh Anniversary
30 ,toy
1000 - 2300: lcebreaker social/no hosr bar for l@aland ou ol town

.etireetalumni and key stafi at the Millennium Horel

7, fltl
0000 -0900: Continental Breakf6 for invited guests at Ku s' Ops

Theaer (Bldg 2 | ) POC Sf1sgt Wendy Brown (249- I | 22)
0900 - 1600: Kuls, HQ AKANG (FRC) and other facrh./ tolrs ror

invked gu*B Localions and POG depend on seleded rolr
0900 - 1000: 76th wing current mission brielintand HQAKANG

briefins fo. invlred suBts and staffii OPs Theater POC TBD
1000 - I 100: "Geherint of Eades" AKANG warrior i%acylhe.ilage

seminar for inv ted gues and inter6ted peBonnel in Ops Theater
POC flai Mike Haller (428-601l)-

1200 - t300: Luncheon for invied tuests in rhe Vehicle llalnt€nance
Facilily (Bldg 52) POC Sl''lsgt Rich Zellner (249-1455)

| 30O - | 400: 76th w]ng curent m'$ion bnefint and HQAKANG
brieling for invked gue$ and strin Ops Theaer POC TBD

l4(X) - 1500: "Gathennt of Eatls" AKANG warior legac/heritage
seminar for invited s!6ts in Ops Theater POC llaj Haller

Schedale ol evenls

0000 - | 100: Capabilities Exercise for all peroonnel and invrted guess
at flalemute Drop Zone on Fon Richardson Grans provided)

| 100 - 1300: Chieft Grolp picnic for aIICAPEX arcndees POC
ChiefAndy Pierce (249- | 795)

1430 - | 600: KuLis K dsi. 5l(l0K Rrn for all peBonnei and invited
gus Run willstaftatT 13 pad (longje.m parking) POC Capt
Erjc Sldd (428-7230)

l8O0 - 2200:50th Ann versary Ballat Sheraron Holel Allinvited;
me$ dre$ not required PoC Capt Kay spear-Budd (249-1408)

0900 - | 100.50th Anniveroary Annua Awards Ce.emony fo. a
personnel/slsts in Hansar 2 POC Capt Eric Bldd (428 7230)

l2O0 - 1600: Fmil/ DalCelebration lor all peEonnel, lamily mem-
bers and invited guests POC Cl''lsg! Brian Shaffer (249 875)

0600 - l?l?: Commander s Cup Go f Tournment at Eaglet en Golf
Coo6e POCS l''158r Kirkwhitehu6t and Capt l''ldie Waute6
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Aboul lhe cover Conlenls

P6s ng in front of Mt. l'lcKrnley, !h s
formation comprises al the missron
aifcfaft the A aska Arr National Guard has

The onginalwork is  a handmade i lust ra-
flon designed and created by aftistjames
l''lorris in honor ot the Alaka A r Naliona
Guard s 50th annivercary k is used on the
cove. of rhis specialedition ol the At
Guordion with his permission

Larger, hiSh quality reproductions w ll be
available for pufchae from the WinS
Commander's Office Pricing had not
been detefmined e of press limei contact
l'lsgt Lynn Mayer (249 l2l9) for more

lhe Air Guerdien
The Air 6udrdrdn is p!blished quarerly. This
funded Air Fcrce l'laguine is an authorized
p! b icarion for mem be.s of the | 75th Wing,
ocated ar Kulis Aif National Guard Base,
5005 Raspberry Rd,  Anchorage,  Alaska
99502-r982.

Contents of the An Guoftian are nor
necessari ly the offc ia views of,  nor
endorsed by, the u.S Government, the
DepaftmentoftheAir Force or the Nationa
Guard Bureau
-rhe An Gudtdion staff may be conta.ted
durins UTAweekends at (904 249 - | 352 ol
via DSN at (317) 626-13s2 The e-mai l
addre$ is: iohn calahan@akanch.as atmil

The big 5-O
Check here for a list of events and activities.

lhe l95Os
In  the  beg inn ing . .

..]!r'l$

Commnnd

Adjutant General of Alaska
14ai Gen. Phil l ip E. Oates
Commander, l76th Wing
Brig Gen. Van P Will iamsJr.
Vice Commander, l76th Wing
Col. Gene L. Ramsay

Stolf
l76th Wing Public Affairs
SrA. John T Callahan

This issue produced with assistance
from SrA. Shannon Oleson of the
176 CF Visual lnformation Unit.

lhe Guord todoy
Jwo pages of colorful characters

Thank you
Letters from a few of the Air Guard's
not-so-secret admirers

This speciol edition of the Air Guardian is dedicoted to Col Lots Johnson, ond
to oll membets - post ond prcsent - ofthe oryonizotion he helped ctedte.



Above The enl 's ied nen a l  the l44th An
Ircrspodotion Squodron iine !p lor ifspeciiof

Cenier F 80s ovefweder.Aldsko ANGphoir

Righl: More '/rdn 50chi/d.en fron St tavence
lslond haotd o C 47 ta take them io Anchordse
lat nedi.ol neojT,ent in 1959 ANG phato

EVERY STORY STARTS SOME-
WHERE, and the story of the A aska
Aif National Guard starts with Col.
La|s L. Johnson

Tough and derermined, johnson
came to Alaska in 1938, and was
called to acrive duty when Amedca
entered Word War llrhree years
lat€r H€ serued with distinction in
Alaska and the Philippines, and when
lhe war ended was assigned as a flrght
instructor in Bogota, Colombia. In
1949 he retumed to Alaska, ntending
to work d a miner and commercial
fisherman. Those plans were set a5ide
when then-Territorial Govemol
Ernest Gruen n8 named him lhe frst
olficial adjutant general ofthe Alaska
National Guard.

Clear€d for takeofr
At the time, Alaska was the only

U S, stat€ or terdtory wkhout irs
own Air Guard unit. Almost
immedlately, Johnson and his aide,
Lt. Lee Lucas ofluneau, set about

changing rhar.
"Th€re was some re uctance,

Johnson would write years later The
territorial legislatur€ d,d not waft to
provide money Some in the military
feh the terrtory would not be able to
suPPort a squadron.

Air Guardsmen
Survey Alaska
To Form Units

JUIEAU tsprclrll - Thc N.-
llon.l Currd D[r.su $'lll |n.l.c
i rurvqf ot Ahrl. In thc ncrt
vccts lo dclcrrnlnc lhc lodbllh
ti6 ot rn Alr Nrllonrl Gi[rd
lor Al|rtr. Col. L; L John6n.
rdruuDt J?D!rrl, rnnounccd lo.
atr!,.

'Wa iturl hrr:c lororrnrtion .r
to rybo ar lntr.'t!t?d ln joirha
an rlr nrllon.l tuatd tntt rr
.oon .r F riblc," coloncl John.
ron nnc6.

'lept6.rh!1r.. .l !h. Alr
Dir i . Io!  lor th.  l l r l lonrt
Cu..a Esr..u riU rr.lt th.
T.rrirort lct hir Durgcr.

form..? Air Forcc Frrlo nal
crc crrx.cmll !  anrr lad lo cr l l
lhcit locrl Nrlion$l Crntd lrci'd.
qurrlclt itr A'|choratc. Fair-
b.nkr or Juncr{ tor fxrth?r in.
totm.tlon. Inlormll . aultrtiob.
nrirer r,ill b. rsrifrbl. ,r tho
ldrl Nrtionrl Grrrd herdqurt'
tc.r lrr Th|lfidrl.

Wrh suppoft from Gruening and U.S,
Senale territorlal delegates Blll ESan and
Bob Banletr, Johnson made it his personal
crusade to bring the doubteE around to
his point olview He spent coundess
hours lobbying stare and federal ofllcials,
and personally made several rrips to
Washington D C. to make hrs case

InJuly 1952, ac a meetinS for ciry
ofllcials and businessmen at che Anchor-
age Yl'4CA, Nanonal Guard Air Divrs|on
commander l'aat. Gen. Earl Ricks an-
nounced thatJohnsons drive had paid oft
He said the government wd willingto

Invest $1,5 mi l l ion to establ ish an Air
Guard unt in Ancho.age, eith€r at the
citys international airport or on
Elmendor{Air Force Base. The only
condition: thatJohnson prove he could
find enough people to man the unit

A quick survey intiated bylohnson
indicat€d widespread interest in th€ idea,
and on Sept 15, 1952, the ledera
government aurhorized and recognized
the 0l44th Air Base Squadron

Getting off the ground
At rls creat on, rhe I l44th Included ll

r950 r95l 1952 r9s3 | 954

Co Lors Johnson's e{fo:.rs resulr in federol recosn r on o{ rhe Bl44ih Air Bose
Squodron Johnson seporores from rhe Army Noiiono Guord io occepi o
commission in the A osko Alr  Not iono Guord ond simu toneoLrs oppo niment
os rs commonde. ond od uronr senero

The .ew unlt gets iis wings
Wiih the orrivol o{ ihe T-33s
ond F-80s, ihe !Jnii is re-des-
isnored the l44ih Fishler
Bomber Squodron

Two seporoie fying occidents
wih n one ho'rr tokerhe hves
of ihe f i lstAKANG membeE
to die in the ine o{ dut In
c ldlns I  s i  Li  Albe,r Kul is



A,r Guordjon Spec o Ed i ion .

Twin tragedi€s
November l6 1954 was a dark

day for rhe young organlzation.
Firsr, a T-33 on a training flight

over Po n! f4cKenzle checked in with
g.ound controlle.s, lhen slmply

vanished Neith€r the plane nor 1t5
occupants, Lt Rog€r Pend eton and

Capt- Lionel Tietze, we.e

50 Yeo6 of  ihe Alosko Ai r  Noi  o.o GLrord

Ar rh time the newAir Guard
organization was small enough so that
everyone knew each othei and every
member felt thes€ dearhs personally
Howevei that did not stop rhem from
pushing ahead with thei. mission

While othe. Air Guard unlt5 around
the country we.e recejving su.Plus
aircraft, in 1955 the l44rhs F-80s were
exchanged for new top-of-theline F-86
''Sabre fighrer jets Aong with new
aircraft came rhe units third designation in
as man/ years, this rime the l44th Fighte.
In!erceptor Squadron.

Tha! designation also proved short-
lived A decision was made ar lhe national
leve to shift the Air Guard's emph6is
from air combat to airlik, and the newly
rechristened L44th Transportation
Squad.on (Light) tu.ned in its Sabres for
C-47 "Gooney Bifds n 1957.

With the abrupt switch came many
long faces among the I44th pilors. ln lhe
end, however the new mission

(including Johnson, who shortly
th€r€after separated from lhe Army
National Guard to accept a commission in
th€ Air National Guard and simultaneous
appoimment as its commander and
adjutant gene.al), and no plan€s lts
headquarteE were located in a smal
ofiice above what was then the bus depot
on Folrth Avenue Because the office was
so smal, the men convened fo. their fiBt
UTA in a nearby Quonset hut

Thelr first a rcraft, a T-6G'Texan
tra nei ar.ived in FebrLrary 1953 In tha!
months ssue ofThe Men in B ue (an
early, single-sheet precursof to this
publlcation), Lr. Lucas noted that lhe
arrival provided the lnit with the r tirst
realwings and rhar "pilor5 ofthe squad-
ron w ll pu! the recent arrvalfrom the
sunny soulh to mmediate use,

Soon fve more trainers arrived
operating olt of E mendods Hanger #3.
In keeping with rhe Air Glard! mission to
provide national air defense, lhe pilots
began train ng in earnest for their panned
transilion to jet fighrers. As thar rra ning
progressed, the un r was re-desi8nated
the 44th Fighrer-Bomber Squadron in

JLi ly  l9s3
The first jet, a T-3 3A rraln€r, arrived in

October, shortly followed by F-goC
"Shoot ng Sta.'jet fighteE By late Fall of
1954 the growing unit wB fully equipped
with l4 F-80s, rwo T-33s, three T-6G
trainers, wo T-6 obseRation planes and a
C-47A Gooney Bl.d" rranspoft.

Then disater struck

Less than a haf-hour larer, a training
nighr ofthree F-80s ed by lst Lt A bert
Kulis passed in formation overthe Goose
Bay area, of rhe westside of Knik Arm
Lt. Kulis'w ng man watched d his fight€r
went inlo a steep, diving turn and van-
shed nro a cloldbank. Two weeks later,
wreckage belonging to Ku is j€t was found
in the mud a! Goose Bay, but the fighter
sank befo.e it could be recovered.

That spflng, the Alaska Air Nationa
Glard moved ou! of Elmendorf and onto
its new base near Anchorage International
A rpon Afler an informa vote, the base
was dedicated n honor of Lt. K! is

Sadly, the tragedy wa jlstthe first of
severalthe Aif Guard unit would experi-
ence over the next few years,

In uctober tv55 a t-6<rasr i
n€ar Eagle River kllled lsr Lt.
Clermont O'Born and an
Army Glard observe. SFC
Norman Henry Six monrhs

an A r Force tra ner. In February
1957, Capt Richard Ono was
kiled in a crah while panicipaling
in an Army NationalGlard training
exercise nonh of Anchorage

The lowes! point came in Novem-
ber of rha!same yea': Four Al6ka
Nalional Guardsmen - Capt. Robert
Kafader, ls! Lr. Dennis Stamex SSgt.
Davd D aland SSgt Floyd Porter died
when (heir transpon plane crshed near
Gusravus n So!theast Aldka

marriage wth the needs
of rhe soon-lo-be-recognized state

ofAlaska. The C-47s may have been old
and slow, bur rhey were strong, versat e
and capable of mk ng an enormous
amounr olabuse. Alaska's rugged geog|a-
phy and unpredicable weather would put
rhose qualiries to rhe rest

t
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The AKANG moves in lo h
new bose neor Anchoroget
nternot iono o i rpor t  Uni l  re

d e s  g n o i e d  l 4 4 l h  F i g h i e r

Unrtredesrsnoted the 144th Tronsporioi ion Squodron (Llshi)
ln December, the l44lh oir-drops food, clothing ond toys to
the Yukon Rrver vr ose of 5t  Morys Mission. Thus is born
Operol ion Sonto Clous, the AKANG s onnuol o r  l f i  o{ do'
noted toys ond c othlnglo ruro comm!nines oround iheslote

Col LoE Johnson reiires os Ch e{ o{ Sloff o{
the ofsonizot ion he olnrost s ingle-hondedly
creoted Former barnstormer ond bomber p '
lot  Wil lom S "Poppy" E more becomes ihe
new AKANG commonder



e arrived at Kllis
from the airpon, rcporling

that its control towe. had
been demollshed. Two Air

Guard membeB sped over
with a wrecking trlck, which
they used ro tree three men

rrapped ln the rubble. Rowe,
m€anwhile, fired up a C- 123 and

went aloft, serving as an emer-

Sency controltower and relaying
what he could see !o the rest of

Mai Gen Thom6 Carroll, the
Alaka Nationa Gua.d s adjutant

general, immediately directed Mai

John Podraza to assume command at
Kulis and activate lhe Guard Downed

Ever/ resource at the Guard s disposal
was brou8ht to bear in rhe disasler
response eflon Personnel from the

lvlotor Vehicle Se.tion soppled
erecrncrry usrng

phone Ines made communication difficult,
but that didnt matter-within 20 m nures
after the quake ended, the Anchordge
Iimes reponed, Guard membeE began
s(reaming into Kulis without be ng caled.

(lndeed most phone lines wefe down,
and for a t me the areas s only reliable
communication with the ou$ide world
w6 through the powerful radios on board
l '1a i  Rowes C 23)

t

THE
NEW DECADE

fop eh: A C-l 23.1 no.spatl avet An.hatose

Top ighr: I1r Fur Foce comp etitats sother lot a

Bonom leh: Ihis moose is heoded lat srcenel
pastLres, .aunesf af 1lrc AKANG ond the Aloslo
Depod/nert o/ Frsh ond Gome

Boliom rghf A rnlch smoller Klls ANG Eose

BROUGHT WITH IT A NEW SET
OF WINGS. The Alaska A r Nationa
GLrard's tough b!t aging C-47s were
replaced by la.ger C |23j "Provider"
tactica a rlift transports With the new
aircraf!, the 44th Alr T.anspoftation
Squadrons 'lighC designadon was
upSraded ro 'nrediunr "

The new C l23s w€re nor on y arger
than the aifcraft they replaced, but mofe
powerlul Each was equrpped with
wingrip-mo!nted iets ro aurnent their
Pratt & Whitney engines Their 4,500
horeepower and 2,000 pounds ofaddi-
tional thrust helped rhe C-123s offser lhe
drag and addiliona weight oftheir mosr
slgnificanr modification: skis.

Early 1964 found the l44th partic pat-
ing in Polar Seige, the argest rraning
exercise ever conduaed n Al6ka No
one could have known that much greater

Ea.th-shaking developments
On March 27,  1964,  the mos!v io lent

eanhquake in rhe recorded hisrory of
Nonh America struck So!rhcentral
Alaska. Tsunamis devasrated Valdez,
Seward and Kodiak. Gaping lissures,
crLrmbled b! ldings and burst p pes

In rhe immediate afrermalh, l"laj lams

Thel44lhATS ln the deod o{  winrer ,  lhe 1.1.11h uses s skr  equppedC
(trght)  is  g lve i  l23s to best  odvontoge,  rescu ng o group o l  l  l  s .  entsts
on upgrode to {rom ihe Novo Arctic Reseorch nsiitute stronded on o foot
Medium ing ice s lond ntheArc l icOceon

The AKANG responds io the Good Fridoy Eorthquoke n
odd,t ,on io prov d ns dsoster re iet  the Guord oko osked
loco merchonts to donote boskets, esss ond condy, which
Grord memben then dsrnbuted to ch,dren on Eoster



emergency power units.
Maintenance Squadron members took
emerSency steps to bring heat to strategic
buildings, and th€ dispensary was pre-
Pared by medical t€chnicans.

A warehouse on base was converted !o
a shelter for civllians rendered hom€less
by the quake, with a makeshift dining hall
and over 100 beds. By midniSht, 97 of
those beds were occupred.

Over rhe next f€w weeks the l44th
would f ly l31,000 pounds of carso and
201 passeng€rs in suppon ofearthquake
.eliefeflorts h was, by allaccounts, one
of the Alaska Air Natronal Guard's fines!
hours, and its performance earned rhe 12"
year-old organ,zation rhe Air Force's

Outstanding Unit Award.

Guard mourns losses

engineer, TSgt.

flaj Gen.
Thomas
Carroll, the

Guard.
A little over a year-and-a-half larer,

tragedy struck again, d an Air Guard C-
123 went down n€ar Cape Romanzofon
the Eenng Sea Coast Killed were Lt. Col.
John Podraza, Maj Herb B€drow Tsgts.
Oscar Holland and Fr€ddi€ Spradlin, and
SSgt. L€wis Harris

Th€ Fairbanks Flood
Swollen by rainfallthree times heavier

than normal, the Chena river suddenly
bursr rls banks in Augusr 1967, flooding
much ofthe Fa rbanks area. One woman
whose home was flooded reponed that
her family didn't even have time to put
on their shoes as the

50 Yeors o{ the A osko Air  Noi ionol GLrord

Within five hours ofthe first cal for
assrstance, the filst of many C- I23 iights
began carrying supplies into Fairbanks and
evacuating area residents The homel€ss
w€r€ flown to Anchorage, where rhey
w€r€ offered shelter, food and medical
altention, either at Kulis or the Alaska
National Guafd's newly-named Camp
Carrol on Fon Richardson

During a non-stop nine-day period, the
l44th accumulated 223 flying hours usinS
ts C- l23s and one C-54 "Skymaster"
transport (o fly 138 sorties. At the end of
that period, lhe unir had ferried 2,371
people and mor€ than 300,000 pounds of
supplies Less than thfee years afrer being
presented ts llrsr O!tsranding Unit
Award, the l44th would win its second.

Anoth€r milestone
By this time, it wa becoming obvious

that the Alaska Air National Guard was
outgrowing its sinSle-squadron sralus
Laying the groundwork for future expan,
sion, the organizatlon was ofllcially
designated the l76rh TacticalAirlift Group
in 1969. The Group reta n€d the l44rh
TacricalAirlifr Squadron as its flying unit.

t958 r959
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world in the

the flight

on Apri l27, 1964 - bar€ly a
month af(er (h€ quake an Alaska

Arr National Guard C-123 plunged
into the ocean shortly after takeoff

from rhe Valdez airport Killed wa5 the
planet three-man crew including the

pilot, Lr Col Thomas Norris Sr.i the co-
pilot, Maj James Rowe (who, circlins

Anchorage in a C-123 a month earlier, had

I  S65 ! 9rlr 1957

The l44th provides the on y
oir l ih suppo. i for Po or Str lke,
o mu ii-force exercise involv-
ng more ihon 4,000 troops

TheAKANG is reo€onized oid desisioled ihe I751h
Tocl icol  Air  ih Group, wlth lhe I44rh Tocl,col  A r l f t
squodron os r ls{ ly ns unl i  More thon 700 peronnel
posirions ore outhonzed wrth n the Group

The AKANG ce ebroles is l5lhbidhdoywithovisi t f .omits
founder,  Col torslohnson "Senoio r  Grue ntns ond lhelped
wrth the GLrord's orgonlzoi on, but we con'l ioke credii for
thesuccessthotJolowed," he relk ihe men. "On yyou con



FROM ITS HUMBLE ORIGINS A
HALF CENTURY AGO, rhe Alasl<a
Air National Cuard has grown into
a professional force o{ more than
1,900 ful l  and part t ime members
During rhat trme, i t  has been
credited w th saving tens of thou-
sands o[ l ives and rel iev]ng pain and
suf{ering for many thousands more

Among rhe most acrive Guard
organizarions in the country at any
given momenr irs members are at
work in che sky and on the ground,
protecting American cit lzens and
nalional interests at horne and
abroad

A,s lhe United States enters a
new era of homeland defense and
narional security, i t  w l l  l i l<ely rely to
a greater extent tnan ever on tne
men and women of the Air Na-
t iona Guard



An Guorcl ian Speciol  Ed i  on '  50 Yeors o{ the A osko Air  Not ona Guord

fap |ef\: A member af the 176 aFS
walches the June 20AO CAPEX.
Top center: Sr,4 Alaftin Willians of Ihe
176 llXS Englne Shop woks an an

Top nghi: Members af the 144 AS
unload Christnas goo.lies frcm a C-
134 at Savoonga durlng OpetaIon
Santa Claus 2040
Mlddle left: Sr4 Janes Johnsan, a
security forces specialist with the 168
SFS al E e/so, AFa, denanstrctes
per ineter  secut i ty  neasures far

[,4iddle cenier 176 CES firetightets
du ng a 1998 trcining exercise
lt4 dd e ghi: A, unidentifted nenbel
otthe 176th Wins duing snaw cteaing
operations on the Kulis rcnp
Bollom elI:144 AS fatu|tft operclars
standby to pravide assistance ta the
AnchaBge lntenational Alrpon after a
747 nn off the runway in 1999
Boltam cenlet AC-l30 gets a checkup
fron a nenbet af the 176 MXS
Bottonr  r ight :  144 AS Capt  Bobby
Beard pilots a C-130 during opetation
Narthern Edge in tdarch 1999
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"KULIS AIR NA
TIONAL GUARD BASE
IS IYANNED AND
COI''I'1ANDED BY
HOMETOWN I'1EN,"
nored the 1969 revision
of rhe Alaska Air Nalional
Guard Handbook A
typicalAir Guardsman is a
young family man, carving
a future lor himselt He is
vitally inreresred in Alaska

lust a year later, that
description part of it,
an - would hav€ to be
€hanged as the chief nurse at
Fon Richardson, Capt

ishe'e Guard

ranked
?*u"=;gg

husband'
n e i s a

a National Guard
civ I enginee. ng

Stea4. growth

Guardt reorg-

group in 1969

1970 four

on Kulis. ir was rhe f|sttime such units
were deployed to he p another Guard unit
outside theif home states-

The next year, it would be rhe Alas-
kans' rurn to mobilize- The l75th Civi
Engineer Fllght semthelr own Prime BEEF
team llrst to Arizonato work on several
consrrucrion projects, then to Nellis Ai.
Force Base, Nev., ro atlend a five-day
Prime BEEF exercis€. The nexr year fo!nd
a 60-member Alaska Pdme BEEF team in
Osan Ai. Force Base, Korea, helping to
build a chapel, rebuild an ambulance
facility and augment rhe base's nre crew.

Even d America began to sutfer
through the post'Vietnam e.a, rhe Alaska
Air Narional Guard continued to enjoy
pol i t ica land publ ic  support  In  1974 Kul is
added a new OpeEtions center and a

m!kipurpose building, and recruiting
levels would increae steadily

before d.opping
1 o f f

l'4afJorie Paulson, became
the fi|srwoman to io n the
Aldka Air National Guard

Paulson said that while the Guard took
a year to declde whether ro accept her
application "There certainly were
people who d idnr  th nk women beonged
in the Guard,'she told the tu Guollion
after rerlring in 1997 - her admission to
the l76th Tactical Drspensary actually
generared little fuss a.ound Ku is

The media w6 another manei
"HURDLING THE I4ALE BARRIER"
blared a large headline in rie Anchotaqe
Doit News 'AlR GUARD GOES CO-ED'

. aim to fame, Paulson
would ioke years laler.

k didnt take long
for othere to follow in

Huebner became the
firsr lemale Alaska Air
Nat ionalG!ard
enlistee (Huebner wd
aso the fi6t woman in

perform the flight operat ons,
maintenance, supply and support func
tions. Along with the tactical disp€nsar/
had been added a communications flight
and a civil engineering unit to give the
Group the "total react capability
enjoyed by Guard !nits in the othe.49
srates The l76th s focus on (act.al

aidilt missions would not change,
however. In facr, t wa to be
expanded, and the Group ws
authorized another 475 positions
on rop oflts 275 existlng slors.

Another obvious sign of

Progress was me lncreasrns
extent ro which the Alaska Air
National Guard was inregrating
its operations wirh the U 5 Air
Force and other Air Natonal Guard onits
In the Fal lof  1971, Kul is hosred ihree
"Prime BEEF" (Base Emersency Engineer-
lns Force) Air Guard reams from
Colo.ado, lowa and N€vada Servin8 their
two week ofannualactlv€ d!ry the
visiting Guard members b'.rik a modu ar
dormirory a small arms targe! range,
severalparking areas and abase enrry gate

toward rhe end of the

Bigger plan€s for bigAer things
The l44th TacticalAirlift Squadron s

mission wE changed to worldwide airlift
in 1976, and it was assigned to rhe MiiraryCapt Motl.,ie Pojlsan

Lt Co Dempsey Anderson becomes the tirsi
AKANG member io receive the Mertoriols
Service Medo The ciioi on notes he pe6on
a y recruited 60 new memberc 10 the group

Moi Gen Wi l ,om "Poppy" Elmore rei  res os ANG od utonl
senero He torned theAKANG os o f ly ng nstructor in 1954,
ond seryed two seporoie si  nis ( l964 1(r I  966 oid I  971 to
I913) In the Alosko Nol iono GlJord's top spol

Another irst Airlrfi mosoz n
o moffied mother o{ s x, h(
ond tech schoo to becom€



equrpment handed down to chem by
their "big brother" acriv€ dury force."

With i6 new C-130s, the I76th
Group began partic'pating in the
Total Force almost immedlately,
flying to Panama, Germanx Korea
and €lsewhere to support U.S.
military and humanitarian missions

It also began taking on greater

fo.ce! had progressed the point where
the concept had a name of i6 own: the

"ln short,Total Force stresses a'shared
responsibiliry' amongall service compo-
nents ofthis nation, Group Commander
Lr Col. Edward Belyea wrote in the AirJrE
newsletten 'No longer do rhese Reserve
forces have to depend on obsolete

Yeo6 of lhe Alosko Air  Noi oio Guord

Top 8ig Gen Kennerh Tol/or ossisronrodiuionr
se.erc/of the A/osko At Notianal Guotd, pins
rhe Americon Legion Juniof A,r Fo.ce ROTC
Gene@l Militoty Excellence Medol o. Code,

SSgi Morgorel Holemon, o studenr ol
Wesr High School i. Anchordge

Eoi iom ef l  Copi  Mor ior ie
Pooison, thefi6'womon io ioin ihe

A,osko.A,r Noiiondl Gdord

Cehie.  A C.123) Ptov)del
undeeaes rcpons oukide the 176

TAG honsot in 1971 AKANG phato
by 176 CF Visual lnlonotion Unil

Bonom is hir Ihe At Glord /'keiy meoni
the dil{eteh.e bereeeh life otul deoth to

ihis dow.ed pilor tom Kins Solmon

and ma,nt:in (he old b,rds.)

responsibilities in $e annual grim Frosr
joint lorce exercises, and took pan in rhe
"R€d Flag wargames program in Nevada.

All rhis new acrivity would require a
sronger suppon infrasructure, and in
1977 AlaskaAir National Guard kicked off
on€ ol its largest construction projects
ever. lYore than $3 mrllion was invested in
a new (omposite maintenance buildibg, an
aerosPace ground equiPftenr E)

suppon buildrng and a new perroleum
operations faciliry on Kulis.

1977

Airlitt
Command as the

''Saining" command in rhe €venr it
was federalized for active duty. A m€-
chanical upgrade was in order, and aiter
l5 years ofservice the unics C-123s were
replaced with c-130E "Hercules trans-
ports, boasting incr€ased speed, runge and
carryrng caPacrry

CIhe C" l23s were rerLrrned to the Air
Force, which was rhen to Bive them to rh€
South Korean Air Force. GettinS rhem rc
Kor€a, how€ver, posed an unfo.eseen
problem: rh€ plan€s wer€ so old no one in
the USAF had any experience flying them
The problem was solved when one pilot
and one mechanic from the Group flew
to Anzona-together with a load of
out-of-print repair mandals and no-
longer-manufactured parts - to teach
their USAF counterparts how to fly

Building the total force
By rhis rime, the incr€asing

in(egradon beMe€n active dury
and reserve-componenc military /,(ANG photo by 176 CF VlU.

' l  
i r i . ,  l t9fa 1979

.epods thot Amn Chns Drity,
rerurned from bosic koining
he AKANG'S first femo e oir-

Tolol Force concepl begrns
to be implemenled l44tht
miss ion chonges to wor ld-
wide o i r i f l .

Fire{ ishrers from Kul is re-
spond lo crosh of o Jopon
Air l i ies DC-B ot lhe AnchoF
oge Inlernolionol Airport

AKANG flies surp rs World 40,000 houn
Wor l l  torpedo neit jng to occideni- tree:
Belhel to he p shore up the A new Group
towns eroding woterfront- sfety mo*
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BYTHE I98OS, IT WAS EASY IO SEE
THAI THE ALASKA AIR NATIONAL
GUARD HAD CHANGED II',JI'4ENSELY
FROM THE EARLY DAYS OF THE
8l44TH AIR BASE SQUADRON lt had
not only grown larger but evolved, garning
exPerience and tak ng on more responsi

That being the case, it was perhaps no
surprise when, age 34, rhe organization
sPUn offa new unit of itr own.

The l68th Ar Refueling Squadron
started life in 1986 as the l75th Tactical
Air|lft Group's Eielson-based De€chment
l .  l ts mission, under Lt Col Doug
Clinton, was to build a tanker unit

National Guard over vociferols objections
from local politioans, the KC-135s were
hand-me-downs, and the l68th's othel
facilities were antiquated Despite this, the
unit stil managed !o supply 70 percent of
the theater's air refleling ffaining needs in
ts llrst six months ofoperation. On y two

years aft€r being acrivared, its llrsr Uni(
Effecriveness Inspection resuked in a rare

The early days oflhe l68th, like $ose
ofits Anchorage parent, were not
without tragedy. On

fied components By the end of the
decade the l68th had already reached
operational matur ry k was redesignaled
the l68th Air R€fuelng Group and began
operaring indepenrly of rhe l76th (the
l76th would retain its "composite"
designation in anticipatjon of adding the
2loth Rescue Squadron see page l4)
Under its new designation, the 168!h
would fly exensive hours in suppon of
U.S lorces in Kuwat, SaudiArabia, Egypt
and othef l'4iddle Ea5tern countries.

l76th increases operations tempo
Back in Anchorage, the I76th

In the Spring
of 1986,

celebrared the 30th anniversary otthe
Alaska Air National Guard by weconr-
ing back an old friend, as Ruth Kuhs,
widow of lst Lt Aibert Kllis, came
up from Californiarc visitthe b8e.

That w€ekend "will forever be
on€ of rhe most mPonant
memores ofmy life," she wrote
in a letrer ofappreciation.
"While you honor the KLrls
famiy on such an occasion, you
are also honoring my
husband's fdends who were
part of the original l6 men,
pilots and crews, who laid
the groundwork for.,. the
finest orSanizaiion in the

Air Narional Guafd."

-what

began a 17-

National Guard

Th s rrip had a

larer: "One,

Evidendy they were very persuasive,
because the new unit was staffed by l6
oflicers and 65 enlisted personnel by
September, when its first plan€s, four
renovated KC-135 aerial rankers (milirary
versions ofthe Boeins 707), arriv€d

Obtained from the Arkansas Air

exploded on the fli8htline, killing MSgt.
Cheryl Helgerman and MS$ Jim Mailco
Saddened but resolute. the other mem-
bers ofthe unt pushed ahead with therr

For its first four years ofexEtence, the
l68th was as|gned to the l76rh, which
was redesignated the l76th Comporite
Group in recognition ofits n€wly diversi-

1989, one ofrhe unlr's alrcraft

1982

The next few years wou d prove her
assessment true, a5 lhe Guard became,
more than ever, an integral paft of lhe

In 1985, an explosion at the village oil
stoage tank in Gambell deslroyed nor
only their heating o I, but their primary
fuel for power generation. The l44rh
bfouSht the remore villag€ a srate
emerSency resPonse team, along with
PonaDre generalors !o resrore Pow€r

The next year, heaq rains in Cordova
broke through a reinforced dike Th€

r983 t9a4|  980 t  9at

1 76ih Group becomes lhe f  rst  Air  Guord unlt
in the counlry to score on "outstanding" on o
formo Aircrew Stondord zoi on/Evo uolion Test
(AsET) nspect on

Preporot  ons begin to re '
p loce the l76rht  C l30Es
wi th lhe newer,  more co
p o b  e  C  1 3 0 H s

l76th Group hi is 60,000 occ denr-tee fy ins houn The
un I  would hi i  the 80,000-hour mork on y four yeoE otet
refecting its increosed operoiions lempo ond the wondwrde



Air Cuordion Specio 50 Yeon of the Alosko Air
Not ionol Guord

the Mar€h | 989
Exxon Valdez oil
spill, the | 44th flew

delivering orl

Valdez. Air Guard

mained in place in

smalltown requir€d a
forty-foot section of larSe-diameter
culvert pipe to diveftthe flood waters
away from the town's hospital, Kulis
quickly generated an aircraft and crew to
supply the equipr.enq helping aven
extensive property damage and evacua-
tion of rhe hospital.

Save the whales
The Alaska Air National Guard wo!ld
close out the decad€ with two ol its

hrghest-profi le missions

roles even after the actual airlift
was handed over to civlian contractors. ln
pa..ic!lar, tirefighters trom the 176 CES
provided crash r€sponse and fire protec-
tion forthe Vald€z airport, where trafllc
had increased from | 4 or so flights p€r day
to we I over 400.

On a somewhat llghter nore came the
effon to save a handful ofgray whales
trapped in the ice near Point Barrow
Their p|ght captured th€ ntion ofth€
national media, and the l75th Group was
ask€d to provrde logisrical support for the
rescue attempt The epEode ended, rhe
A,rl,ft reported, with the whales "last s€€n
headed south to vacation rn the sun."

Fat etu Novisatar 2.d Lt we.dy
Bre.non wos rhe I 68ih Atr Refuelins

Squodron's  I i rs l  lenole onuew
member,4K4NG photo

Top center A big iruck cotches ihis
yauns nan's oftentia. ot the 1985 fonily

ddy celebolian AKANG phoro

Bohom cenler: lsgr Rolph Hitchcack,l76

R shl, A member of ihe I 76rh Serices F/,ghi
.olls ou' r|e sood sruff AKANG phoro

t98ft985

Ku is' new operoiions/troin-
ins bui ld ing is  dedicoled in
memory of former AG Wil
iom "Poppy" Elmo.e

t988

The I  76th Compos te Group, inc ud ns o
subordinole !njh, is presented with iheAir Force
Ouistonding Unlt Aword {or its occomplish-
ments l rom June 1, 1986, to Moy 31, 1987.

1985

A restored AT-6 "Texon" ot'
tocktrolnercomp etes Ku s'
co lection o{vintoge unit mis

The Air Glodion reploces
lhe old Ailif, newslelter os
t h e  o { f r c i o l  l 7 6 t h  G r o u p
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THE 1990s KICKED OFF WITH A
BANG, but fie groundwork had b€en laid

In 1987, theAir Force announced that
Elmendorf's famed 7lst Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery squadron was berng

Sen. Ted Stevens, the senior member
of Alaska's conSr€ssional delegation, asked
Alaska Air NationalGuard leaderc il they
were interested in taking over the
mission. The Alaska Air Guard was heavily
involved in activating the l68th Air
Refu€ling Squadron at Eielson, but interest
wa.s high, and the answer ro Scevens'
query was a resounding yes.

At the end of the year, St€vens an-
nounced he was seeking $74 million to
acquire the aircraft the new Guard onit
would need. Over rhe next few years,
rePresentatives from the National Guard
Bur€au would visit Alaska many dmes,
conducting site surveF and h€lpin8 lay rhe
Sroundwork for the new organization.

In early 1989 the new unit b n hlrhg
ils llrst full-time personnel. From April
through lune of that yeai the maintenance
and operations personnel tratned on a
UH-60A Bla<k Hawk on loan from

Wth zllthe pieces fallng into place, the
2 | fth Air Rescue Squadron was olficially
recognized by rhe lederdl sovernmenr on
Apri l4,  1990.

Ohe 2lfth moniker was deflved from
a bicofAir Force history: Dunng the
1940s ard I950s, ihe old lfth Rescue
Boat and Air Rescue Squadrons had
gained fame for ppneering arcric search
ano rescue (ecnnrqu€s on numerous
dafing missions. Alaska Air Natronal
Guard historian MSgt. Clifi SalisbuD/
researched the history ofthe loth and
received Air Force approElto have
the new unit designated the 2lfth - or
"second loth" in its hono|:)

The military mission ofrhe 2loth was
Combat Search and R€scue - picking up
downed aircrew members dunnS war-
trme. B€yond thar, the 2loth had an
imponant peacetime missionr to stand on
constant 24-hour alert, ready to retcu€
mihtary personnel and cNihans strand€d in
Alaskas unpredictable wrlderness.

The 2loth became th€ first tJ.S.-based
rescue unlr ro receive the new MH-50G

e Hawk helicopter when 1l5 llrst on€
arrlved Inlune 1990 (they would be

redeslgnated HH-60GS in 1992). Three
others arrlved by ust.

Organizational
work contrnued, aJt in November
and December the first ofthe 2lorh's
new HC-l3oNs arrived These airborne
tankerc were €quipped to sLrpply the
Hawks wth aerial refueling. They were
also able to serve as airborne search
vehicles and as plado.ms for pararescue
and equipment air drops.

That others may live
Between January and March 199I, the

2loth r€scuers rolled into acrion, initially
sharing the 24-hour Alaska Thearcr
hehcopter den dudes wirh the de-
activatrng 7lst. They

the National Guard
Bureau,

Formal arrangments
The 2 | oth was formally acrlvated

with much fanfare August I I,
1990. Gues6 included Sen.
Stevens, Brig. Gen. Lee Lucas
(Col. La Johnsonk forher
aide), and two dozen former
memb€rs of the old loth

r990 t99l

2loth Air Rescue squodron ocrivored l68rh
Aeriol Refuelins Squodron srows to Group
s i z e ,  d o u b l i n s  i i s  n L r m b e r  o f  K C - 1 3 5
"Strotoionkers" from four io eisht

Rescue Squadron. Uncasing the
guidon, one vete.an of th€
l0th passed it to l76th
Composrte Group Com-
mander Col. Ken Taylor, who

passed it in rum to Lt. Col. Gene Ramsa,
the new squadron's lirst commander

1992

o n A u s u s t 2 , t h e  1 7 6  C o m -
posite Group posses ihe
100,000 hou r o ccident-free
fying mork

t993 da t94

AKANGvolunieers begin.estoring one o{the orgonizotion's
o d C 47 "Gooney 8irds" {or evenluol disploy on Kul is
Consolidoled Bose Personnel Offtce becornes Milirory Per
sonnel Fl isht
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credit for their fiEt
rour saves lanuary 18,
rescurng suMvoE ofa
light plane crah near
Cordova. In Apdl they
mounred their first
high-altitude rescue,
plucking two climbers
from the 8,000-foot level
ofMt Jarvis. The next
monch che squadron

would leave that mark in
rhe dust, setting an Air

Other activities
R€scurng Alaskans in n€€d may have

been the most visible Alaska Air National
Guard activity in the 1990s, but outside
che glare ofthe spotlight the organiation

In 1994, for example, the last contin-
gent of Alaska Air Natronal Guard
memb€rs returned home from their
second overseas rotation to Kuwait. For a
period of five months, some 60 members
rotated through there on 60-day
schedules, while rescuers from the
2loth operated cwo helicopters our of
che desert krngdom in support ol U.S.
r8hters patrolling rhe southern no

Force record by saving a
climberstranded at the
14,400-foot level of Mt.

l'lcKinley.
Hore achievements

followed, and rhe 2loth began to receive
notice in the national pr€ss.

In June, responding ro a request from
th€ U.S. Coasr Guard, the unit flew its firsr
long-range mission over water to rescue
an injured mariner whose boar was
beyond the unrefuel€d range ofthe Coast
Guard's helicopters.

In late October rh€ Alaska Air National
Guard recerv€d an urgent requesr to help
rescue the freezinS survivors ofthe crash
of a Canadian C- 130 on Ellsmere lstand,
430 mrles froltl the Nofth Pole. An HC-
130 was dispatched to the site while
marntenance crews at Kulis worked
frantically to panially disass€mble two
Pave Hawk and load them aboard a
waiting C-5 "Gdary" transpoR. Arrivrng
in Greenland shorrly after midnighr, rhe
<rews worked feverjshly io reassemble
the aircraft. The helicopters wer€ pur
back together and in the air in less than
seven hours, rogether wth the HC-130,
rhey were credited with l3 savs

In only its fi6tyear of ope.ation, the
210(h Rescue Squadron was given credit
for savinS 72lives and assisring in the

1 99S t99ti

Two aircraft and aircrews from
the l44th also flew numerous
sortres in support of Operarion
Desert Sh j€ld/Desert Scorm,
airlifqng cargo and personnel
being staged fo. deployment 'n
the Gult And, among other
deploym€nB, memb€rs of the
176 Clinic went ro ShawAir

withour a single

Force Base rn South Carolina ro backfitl
for personnel assigned to rhe Mrdeast.

On Octob€r l, 1995, rhe Alaska Ai.
National Guard's l76rh Composrte Group
became rhe l76th Wing. Th€ next month,
rhe organrzation hit the 120,000 accident-
fre€ flyrng hou. mark. From the tragic
1965 C- 123 crash near Cape Romanzof
untrl 1995, rhe Alaska Air NationalG'rard
had taken on Alaska's dangerous flying

Top lelrr SMSsi LeifSto.d receives rhe Senior
NCO of rhe YeofAwodondihe NCOAcodemy
Groduores' Assoc,orion Leodetship Awatd al
Kulis' 1999 owtds .erehan), AKANG phoro
by A1 C Kelly McMonus

Top ishi AKANG voiunreeE seorch the snow
'n lumogo,n Pdss loro nissi.g snowmochi.er
Anchoroge Do,/y News phota by .lin Lowdkos
Cenier: TS9, Lee Lo.ghehn puts on M6A
ndchine gun thtough its paces ol ihe Sporif,re
Ronse AK.ANG phohr bysd Joh.f.Collohon
Above: Kulis ANG Bdse an o beautifol doy
AKANG pholo by MSgi Michoe/DeYoung
Bollom .ighi: 210 RQS pororescueB duri.s on
exercise jn rhe moun'oins eosl ofAn.ho@ge
AKANG phoio by SSgr Mdrry Kimb/e

| 998 1999r997

I  /6 WG hi is t20,000,hoLrr
occ,deni- free f  y ins mork
The losl  moior mishop wos
ot Cope Romonzof In I  965

Col Von P wi l l ioms J.,  commo.der of lhe I68 ARS, teoves
thot o.gon zol ion to ossume commond o{ ihe l76ih Wing
n September2000 he wi l lbecome ihe f i tsrsenero io com

mond the I 76ih

I ve 2l0 ROS po o.escuers ore oworced l-e pres-
tigious MocKoy Trophy for Meritorious Flight- The
oword is presented for rhe dorins 1998 rescue o{
six people o{f Mr Torbed, wesr o{ Afchorose
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